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Dental Hygiene Program 

Associate in Science  

The Riverside Community College District complies with all federal and state rules and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of ethnic group identification, national 

origin, religion, age, gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, color, ancestry, genetic information, sexual orientation, physical or mental disability, or any characteristic 

listed or defined in Section 11135 of the Government Code or any characteristic that is contained in the prohibition of hate crimes set forth in subdivision (1) of Section 422.6 of 

the California Penal Code, or any other status protected by law. This holds true for all students who are interested in participating in education programs and/or extracurricular 

school activities. Limited English speaking skills will not be a barrier to admission or participation in any programs. Harassment of any employee or student with regard to ethnic 

group identification, national origin, religion, age, gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, color, ancestry, genetic information, sexual orientation, physical or mental 

disability, or any characteristic listed or defined in Section 11135 of the Government Code or any characteristic that is contained in the prohibition of hate crimes set forth in 

subdivision (1) of Section 422.6 of the California Penal Code, or any other status protected by law is strictly prohibited. Inquiries regarding compliance, and/or grievance proce-

dures may be directed to the District’s Title IX Officer/Section 504/ADA Coordinator, Ms.Chani Beeman, 450 E. Alessandro Blvd., Riverside, CA 92508. (951) 222-8039. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE FIELD 

OF DENTAL HYGIENE  

 A registered dental hygienist (RDH) is a licensed dental professional who is an 

integral part of a successful dental team. 

 The RDH provides preventive, educational, and therapeutic services to patients 

which can include oral examinations, oral prophylaxis (scaling, root planning, 

soft tissue curettage and selective polishing), dental radiography, pain control 

(administering local anesthesia and nitrous-oxide/oxygen sedation), dental   

sealants, preventive and adjunct therapies, nutritional counseling and oral health 

education.  

 The Dental Hygiene Program will prepare graduates to work in a variety of   

settings, such as private dental offices, schools, health centers, government  

agencies, and private industry. 
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DENTAL HYGIENE PROGRAM 

 GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

▪The Associate in Science Degree in Dental Hygiene Program is a two-year 

program.  

▪The program includes the two fall and spring semesters, two winter interses-

sions, and one summer session.  

▪Upon completion of the 61.5-unit program, program prerequisites, and any ad-

ditional requirements needed to fulfill the Associate in Science Degree (see the 

Moreno Valley College Catalog), the graduate will earn an Associate in Science 

Degree.  

▪Students in good standing in the program are eligible to take the National 

Dental Hygiene Board Examination in April of their second year.  

▪Upon graduation and successful completion of the National Dental Hygiene 

Board Examination, graduates are eligible to take state and/or regional licensing 

examinations.  

▪Each fall semester,  20 candidates meeting all qualification requirements will be 

selected for admission into the Dental Hygiene Program. See Selection Process 

for Admission into the Dental Hygiene Program for more information on this 

process.   

▪All interested students are encouraged to attend a Dental Hygiene Program 

Information Session. For a current schedule, please call 951/571-6431.  
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APPLICATION FILING  

PERIOD  

• The application-filing period for the 2020-2021 year will begin on December 

1, 2020 and close on March 15, 2021.  

• Applications and application deadlines can be obtained by calling the Dental 

Hygiene Program at 951/571-6431 or from the Moreno Valley College web-

site at http://www.mvc.edu/academicprograms/dh/index.cfm.  
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REQUIREMENTS FOR  

ELIGIBILITY  

• MVC application on file and eligibility to attend MVC.  

• High School Verification: Proof of high school or equivalent (G.E.D., high school 
proficiency examination) per the American Dental Association’s Commission on 
Dental Accreditation.  

• Cumulative GPA of not less than 2.0 in all College’s prerequisite and general   
education courses. 

• Cumulative GPA of not less than 3.0 in all science prerequisite courses*. 

• Moreno Valley College applies grades earned, +/- grading system. Your GPA 
points will be reflected as earned. For example: an A– grade will earn 3.7 points 
instead of 4.0.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
 

Grade  Points 

A 4.0 

A- 3.7 

B+ 3.3 

B 3.0 

B- 2.7 

C+ 2.3 

C 2.0 

C- Course not accepted 
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• The following are the prerequisites courses to the program: 

 

 *Anatomy & Physiology 1-(BIO-50A) *Anatomy & Physiology II-(BIO-50B) 

 *Chemistry 2A - (CHE- 2A)   *Chemistry 2B- (CHE-2B) 

      Communications I- (COM-1)     English IA-(ENG 1A) 

      Kinesiology 4-(KIN-4)      *Microbiology I-(BIO 55)  

   Psychology I-(PSY-1)        Sociology I-(SOC-1)   

   Math 35 (or higher; required for licensing purposes) 

 

Applicants can have up to three prerequisite courses in progress at the time of 
application. All prerequisite courses must be completed by the end of the spring 
semester at the institution where the course(s) is being taken.  

REQUIREMENTS FOR  

ELIGIBILITY  
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ADDITIONAL GENERAL  

EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS  

 

• Each student is responsible for taking the needed general education courses, to 
fulfill the requirements for an Associate in Science Degree from MVC. Please 
see the MVC Catalog for more details. Most students complete these require-
ments prior to entering the Dental Hygiene Program due to the program’s 
course load.  

• Grade Point Average Requirements For Progress In The Dental Hygiene Pro-
gram:  A minimum of “C” in all dental hygiene courses is required for the stu-
dent to advance from one semester to the next.  
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APPLICATION TO THE  

PROGRAM  

 

• Students can have up to 3 prerequisite courses in progress at the time of       

application. All prerequisite courses must be completed at the end of the 

spring semester of the year of application. The applicant is responsible for en-

suring that all official high school and college transcripts and other necessary 

information are included in the Dental Hygiene Program application.  

•  Must submit official transcripts, no more than 90 days old, from all colleges 

and universities attended and all courses in progress.  

• Eligibility is open to students meeting the qualification requirements.  

• Foreign transcripts must have a “Detailed Evaluation”. Information can be ob-
tained from the Counseling Office.  

• Students must apply to MVC prior to applying to the Dental Hygiene Program. 

• Dental Hygiene applications will only be accepted at the Dental Hygiene Pro-

gram. Applications can be mailed to the Moreno Valley College or hand deliv-

ered to the Dental Hygiene Program office on the Moreno Valley College cam-

pus. 

• Meeting minimum requirements for the program does not guarantee             

admission into the program. 

•  Failure to meet the deadline for showing proof of a valid CPR Certification card 

(BLS Healthcare Provider Course), verification of receiving the Hepatitis B     

vaccination, immunizations, TB testing and completed health examination form 

with clearance permitting unrestricted functional activities. And purchasing of 

the required hygiene instruments issue will result in forfeiting admission into 

the dental hygiene program. 
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SELECTION PROCESS FOR ADMISSION INTO 

THE DENTAL HYGIENE PROGRAM  
1. Preference will be given to those students who have completed all prerequisite courses 

and meet the RCCD and MVC residency requirements (i.e. applicants residing within the Dis-
trict, and having previously attended a RCCD college taking a minimum of one 3-unit course 
within the two years preceding the semester in which they are applying to the Dental Hy-
giene Program).  

2. If a student is not offered a space in the program, a new application will be necessary for 
the following year.  

 - Twenty candidates will be randomly selected to begin the program each fall semester.  

3. The following are the priority given to those candidates meeting the minimum require-
ments:  

• First Priority Selection: Students meeting all GPA requirements, have all prerequisites 

completed, RCCD residency, and taking a minimum of one 3-unit course at a RCCD college 

within two years of application. 

• If there are more than 20 applicants that meet these requirements, then a random draw-

ing of 20 applicants will occur to select the 20 students for admission. An additional 20 appli-

cants will be randomly selected to be on the waiting list for admission for that year only. 

They will be assigned a waiting list number according to the order they are selected. 

• Second Priority Selection:  Students meeting all GPA requirements, have all prerequisites 

completed, but not meeting either the RCCD residency and/or RCCD course requirement. 

• This category will be used only if there are not enough applicants to fulfill the needs of 

the  program in the First Priority Selection category. The number of students selected from 

the second priority selection pool of applicants will depend on the number of applicants in 

the first priority selection group.  

• Third Priority Selection:  Students meeting all GPA requirements and have up to 3  

prerequisites in progress.  This category will be used only if there are not enough applicants 

to fulfill the needs of the  program in the Second Priority Selection category.  
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HEALTH AND CPR REQUIREMENTS  

▪Students selected for the program will be admitted pending submission of a 

valid CPR Certification card (BLS Healthcare Provider Course), verification of 

receiving the Hepatitis B vaccination, tetanus, MMR, TB testing and completed 

health examination form with clearance permitting unrestricted functional   

activities essential to providing dental hygiene care in accordance with the 

American Disabilities Act (1990), and purchasing of the required instruments 

and equipment. 

▪The CPR card must be kept current throughout the program.  

▪Students need to show proof of meeting these requirements by the date 

provided at the first orientation session to be admitted into the program.  

▪Failure to meet this deadline will result in forfeiting admission into the    

program.  
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DENTAL HYGIENE REQUIRED COURSES  

Required Courses (61.5 units)                    Units 

First Fall Semester Courses: 

DEH 10A Pre-Clinic Dental Hygiene #1       2.5 

DEH 11 Principles of Dental Hygiene       2 

DEH 12A Principles of Oral Radiology      1 

DEH 12B Oral Radiology Laboratory       1 

DEH 13 Infection Control in Dentistry       1 

DEH 14 Systems Analysis of Dental Anatomy, Morphology, Histology, 

& Embryology           3 

DEH 15 Head and Neck Anatomy        2 

DEH 16 Preventive Dentistry         1.5 

DEH 17 General Pathology         2 

First Winter Intersession Courses: 

DEH 10B Pre-Clinic Dental Hygiene #2       1 

 DEH 19 Pain Control          2.5 

First Spring Semester Courses: 

DEH 20A Clinical Dental Hygiene #1       3 

DEH 21 Clinical Seminar #1         1 

DEH 22 Oral Radiology Interpretation       1 

DEH 23 Introduction to Periodontology       2 

DEH 24 Ethics           1 

DEH 25 Medical/Dental Emergencies       1 

DEH 26 Dental Treatment of Geriatric and Medically Compromised   2 

DEH 27 Oral Pathology         3 

DEH 28 Basic and Applied Pharmacology       2 

First Summer Session Courses: 

 DEH 20B Clinical Dental Hygiene #2       1  
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ADDITIONAL DENTAL HYGIENE  

REQUIRED COURSES  

Required Courses (61.5 units)                          Units 

Second Fall Semester Courses: 

DEH 30A Clinical Dental Hygiene #3        3.5 

DEH 31 Clinical Seminar #2         1 

DEH 32 Dental Materials          2.5 

DEH 33 Periodontology          1 

DEH 34 Cultural Diversity in Healthcare                 1 

DEH 35 Community Dental Health Education Practicum #1   1 

DEH 36 Research Methodology         2 

DEH 37 Nutrition in Dentistry         1 

Second Winter Intersession Course: 

DEH 30B Clinical Dental Hygiene #4        1 

Fourth Semester Courses: 

DEH 40 Clinical Dental Hygiene #5        4 

DEH 41 Clinical Seminar #3         1 

DEH 42 Practice Management and Jurisprudence     2 

DEH 43 Advanced Periodontology        1 

DEH 44 Community Dental Health Education #2     1 

DEH 45 Community Dental Health Education Practicum #2   1 

 DEH 46 Advanced Topics in Dental Hygiene       1 
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Tuition $46.00 per unit for residents of California (61.5 unit program) $2,829.00 

      

Health Fees $18.00 for Fall/Spring & $15.00 For Winter/Summer $45.00 

      

Student Services Fee $15.00 for Fall/Spring & $2.00 for Winter $64.00 

      

Parking $50.00 for Fall/Spring & $25.00 for Summer $225.00 

      

Books & Video Licenses This will include approximately 20 books and one 2-year 
instructional video license. 

$1,500.00 

      

Instruments, Supplies & 
Clinic Gowns 

Students will use these items throughout the program and 
will take with them when they graduate from the program. 

$5,604.00 

      

Magnification Glasses Magnification glasses with a light are required. The program 
will assist with identifying a vendor, arrange for fitting, and for a stu-
dent discount. 

$1,300.00 

      

Liability Insurance Two year policy         $120.00 

      

Medical Clearance & 
Vaccinations 

Cost for a physician’s visit, blood work and such. This cost will 
vary greatly depending on whether blood work is ordered and vac-
cinations/boosters are needed. 

  
$300.00 

      

  Total Estimated Costs of the Program $11,987.00 

  

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM COSTS 

S U BT I T L E  T E X T  
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National Board Review 
Course 

Optional course to help prepare students to take the National 
Board Exam 

$450.00 

      

National Board Dental 
Hygiene Examination 

Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations sponsors 
this and it is given at Pearson VUE centers. 

$415.00 

      

WREB Western 
Regional   

Dental Hygiene Committee of California sponsors the State of 
California licensure examination. 

$1,275.00 

      

California Law and Ethics 
Examination 

Dental Hygiene Committee of California sponsors the State of 
California licensure examination. This is given at PSI exam sites. 

$30.00 

      

 DH Application Fee For Dental Hygiene Licensure (Fee waived for Veterans) $200.00 

  The above fees are controlled by outside agencies and can 
change at any time. 

  

  Total Estimated Costs of Licensure $2,370.00* 

ESTIMATED COSTS TO OBTAIN LICENSURE TO PRACTICE 

DENTAL HYGIENE IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
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Applicants for licensure in the state of California must be fingerprinted, and     

report information related to the illegal use of controlled substances, and any   

convictions or pleas of nolo contendere even if the charges were dismissed. In 

addition, the application requires specific information related to convictions,  

misdemeanor or felony, associated with state or federal action. If there are any 

concerns that may prevent licensure after graduation, direct inquiries to the 

Dental Board of California, Committee on Dental Auxiliaries, 1428 Howe Ave-

nue, Sacramento, CA 95825. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

BLOODBORNE  

PATHOGENS STATEMENT  

Dental health professionals may be exposed to 

contagious diseases therefore strict compliance with Center of Disease 

Control (CDC) and OSHA standards are maintained. Policies on blood 

borne and infectious disease are available upon request from the Dental 

Hygiene Program. 


